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English, French, Italian and German. Tribute must be paid to the 
diligence with which a remarkable store of material has been collected 
and to the control which is manifested in its arrangement. 

It is not surprising that in a book of this scope, errors of judgment 
and errors of fact should occur ; nor does Mr. Gamer always hold the 
balances of justice even. In discussing the origin of the state he de- 
votes twenty-two pages to the social-contract theory and only one page 
to the matriarchal theory of McLennan and Jenks. Why should we be 
told so much about the Leviathan and nothing about the facts on which 
the matriarchal theory is based? Surely the actual Bushmen of central 
Australia are as worthy of attention as the theoretical " state of nature." 
Similar prejudice is shown in the section which deals with the merits 
of the unicameral and bicameral legislatures. Mr. Garner seems to 
believe that the facts are clear, that the question is definitely settled. 
We are not inclined to put much faith in such a conclusion when it is 
based on the assertion that the single chamber was given " a fair trial" 
in Spain and Portugal ; nor can we believe that the stormiest period of 
the French Revolution could give an opportunity for testing the per- 
manent value of any form of government. It is clear that Mr. Garner, 
like most other opponents of the single chamber, has relied on a priori 
reasoning ; he is even under the impression that all but two of the 
Canadian provinces have bicameral legislatures. 

Other criticisms of this kind might be made ; there are prepossessions 
which die hard. But while Mr. Garner sometimes fails to recognize 
the limitations of our existing knowledge, he has improved on earlier 
text-books in clearing away a good deal of rubbish and in indicating 
the sources of his information. 

E. M. Sait. 

Columbia University. 

Le Bulletin mensuel de V Institut de Sociologie Solvay. Edited 
by Emile Waxweiler, director of the Institute. Pare Leopold, 
Brussels. 

This periodical will prove itself particularly valuable to workers in 
the field of social science whose library facilities are insufficient to keep 
them posted on European publications. Special articles are excluded. 
In the space thus saved appear, each month, fifteen or more careful 
reviews and critical discussions of current books and articles which, in 
the opinion of the editor and his assistants, "contribute most to the 
explanation of social phenomena, whether they are to be classed pri- 
marily under biology, physiology, psychology or sociology, or under 
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various special social sciences, such as history, law, political economy 
and anthropology." The second section of each number is devoted to 
briefer summaries of less important publications ; to special notices of 
general reviews , bibliographies, the foundation of new societies or insti- 
tutions of research and similar matters of current interest. This sec- 
tion is followed by short reports of conferences and discussions held by 
various groups of research workers at the Institute. Reviews and im- 
portant criticisms are signed, and such notices of books as appear are 
intended to be without bias. A particularly useful part of each number 
is the classified index of the two or three hundred chief accessions to 
the library of the Institute. 

The inclusive and detailed character of the Bulletin necessarily ren- 
ders a review of its specific contents impossible. Some idea, however, 
of the wide range of topics covered in the more important discussions 
and criticisms may be gained by examining the titles in any single num- 
ber. 1 Such an examination will also indicate the extraordinary breadth 
of the field which sociologists are today more or less intensively culti- 
vating. 

The Bulletin meets a need that has long existed. To American 

readers the notices and discussions of contributions to social science 

made in this country are not only gratifying but very useful in helping 

us to see ourselves as others see us. That the publication is a monthly 

and yet succeeds in maintaining a high level of excellence is but 

another indication of how important a place in the learned world the 

scientific study of society is gaining. 

A. A. Tenney. 
Columbia University. 

■In the first section of the Bulletin for February, 1911, for example, are the fol- 
lowing titles : The organization of social life among termites. The adaptation of 
mentally abnormal individuals to society. The influence of the social environment 
upon the lower classes in great cities. The influence of " conventionality " in the 
appreciation of works of art. Why war, from the point of view of the psychology of 
conflict, isbecoming less destructive of human life in spite of development in armaments. 
Group organization on the basis of common interests. The role of personal names in 
primitive organization. The conditions determining the modification of the tech- 
nique of a primitive people, when influenced by contact with a semi-civilized popula- 
tion. The determination by environment of the direction of technical invention. 
The evolution of ideas which sustain classes and the social hierarchy. Conscious and 
unconscious modes of transmitting rituals. The function of human instinct and that 
of the social environment in the development of morals. A sociological interpreta- 
tion of a new jurisprudence. On the sociological conception of law. Geography and 
sociology. Certain applications of the comparative method in the history of art. 



